











Learning begins at 
home and talking Is 
an investment 

for life... 






Talking — sharing 
thoughts, feelings, ideas 
(even silences) helps 
children to feel secure 
and eager to learn 
about the world 
around them. 

Talking is a vital 

step on the way to 
reading because children are building up a 
mental store of words. 


Look at this book 
together and let your 
child take his* time. 
With encouragement 
and praise he will 
talk about the things 
he recognises and 
he will start to lead 
the discussion about 














what is happening 
in the pictures. 








Each child is an 
individual and 
develops at his 
own pace. 

Be patient 

if your child 

is struggling 
with words. 

It is more 
important 

to value what 
he can do than to 
become anxious about 
progress. The learning 


steps will all be taken in time, with your 
help. At the back of this book you will find 
suggestions on how to make the 
best and fullest use of 
this book. 





* In order to avoid the clumsy ‘hefshe*, the child ts referred ta as ‘he’. 


Geraldine Taylor is a national broadcaster, 
writer and authority on involving parents in their 
children’s education. She contributes on this 
subject regularly to magazines for parents. 


Working with schools in Avon, Geraldine helps 
parents and teachers to act in partnership to 
benefit children’s learning confidence and family 
happiness. 
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Every day is a busy day! 








Why does bedtime always come? 
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...to get us ready for tomorrow. 


Are these children ready for bed? 








Diddle, diddie, dumpling, my son John, 
Went to bed with his trousers on, 

One shoe off, and one shoe on, 
Diddle, diddie, dumpling, my son John. 


What do you do 
before you go to bed? 
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What do you do to get clean 
at the end of the day? « % 








Can you match these bedtime 
things to their white shapes? 








Just five more minutes, please! 
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Or would you | 
a bedtime s 
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Do you know these rhymes? 








Little Boy Blue, 
Come blow your horn, 

The sheep’s in the meadow, 
The cow’s in the corn. 

But where is the boy 

Who fooks after the sheep? 
He’s under a haycock, 
Fast asleep. 

Will | wake him? 
Noa, not f, 

For if ! do, 

He’s sure to cry. 


Come, /et’s to bed, 

Says Sleepyhead; 

Tarry a while, says Slow; 
Put on the pan, 

Says Greedy Nan, 

Let’s sup before we go. 












Wee Willie Winkie 

Runs through the town, 
Upstairs and downstairs, 
In his nightgown, 
Knocking on the window, 
Crying through the lock, 
Are the children all in bed, 
{t's past eight o’clock? 


The man in the moon looked out of the moon, 
Looked out of the moon and said, 

"Tis time for all children on the earth 

To think about getting to bed! 
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What happens at home 


when you are asleep? _ aaa 








Some people work at night. 
What are these people doing? 
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Have you ever stayed the night 
away from home? 





Ata friend’s house? 

















Have you ever gone to bed 
in a tent? 
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Would you like to go to bed in 
a caravan... 





Or even in a ship? 
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Here is a story in pictures. 
What happens? 








Now can you tell this story ? 
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‘Sometimes \ we can hear noises 














How many children are in bed? 


How many feet can you count? 
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Do you know this rhyme? 


This little pig went to market, 
This little pig stayed at home, 
This little pig had roast beef, 
This little pig had none, 


And this little pig cried A 
Wee-wee-wee, fas 


all the way home. 
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At night, some animals are 
awake when you are asleep. 





And during the day, they 
sleep when you are awake. 
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These animals are all asleep. 
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Can you find the little ladybird ? 
37 
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Can you count these? 











Try to find them all again. 





Which is the biggest star? 
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Three lights 


Two lights 


One light — 
my light! 
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Goodnight! 
Happy dreams! 





See you in the morning! 
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Young children respond to the enthusiasm 
adults bring to discussions with them. If you 
are eager to talk and listen, your child will 
be, too. Don’t feel self conscious about 
bringing that all important excitement and 
fantasy to conversations with your child. 


Ladybird talkabout books are designed to 
encourage children to talk about their 
everyday experiences. There are suggestions 
on each page which will help you both to 
talk in an imaginative way. This encourages 
children to concentrate and to become 
involved with the illustrations. 


Bedtime is a time for 
familiar routine. It’s 
a favourite time, 
too, for stories and 
rhymes. 

Talk about the 
moon and stars. Look 
for the moon in the 
illustrations — is it always the same shape? 









And what about the nights when the sun is 
still shining at bedtime? How does it feel to 
be indoors, in bed, listening 
to the rain outside ? 


The illustrations and 
activities are planned to 
develop pre-reading and 
pre-maths skills: 
matching, 
recognising 
differences, counting : 
and concentrating on detail. = 
Colours come naturally into diseusslon® with 
children — and don’t worry if it takes some 
time to match and name colours correctly — 
often this skill does not come until children 
are four or five. 


Talking about bedtime gives us a natural 
opportunity to talk about 
time — today, yesterday 
and tomorrow. 

Share your feelings 
about the day. What 
was the best thing 
that happened and 
what are you both 
*. looking forward 
, to tomorrow? 





















Series 735 Ladybird talkabout books 


animals going into hospital ! 
home shopping 
starting school baby 
bedtime 

Ladybird titles cover a wide range of subjects and 


reading ages. Write for a froe illustrated list from 
the publishers: LADYBIRD BOOKS LTD 
Loughberough Leicestershire England 

and USA — LADYBIRD BOOKS INC 

Auburn, Maine 04210 
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